By Letazh Woldof

he largest Arzblan horse show in

the world began as 2 amall event

for Arlzonans who owned Arablan
horses.

ow, oxei.-.::ei
clation of
rizona

from around the world come
to Scottsdale, considered the mecca of
the Arablan horse weorld, o kick off each
veadr's season of competitlon
2,400 Arabtan and half-Arablan
thelr owners are expected to compete for

Scottsdale hosts the largest
Arabian horse show in the world

Tha horsa show features more than 1,000 compati-

tions. Tristan Wikal, 16, of Ohio, was the high point
winner in har age category at last yaar's showe

moze than §2 million in prizes 3t the §3xd
Annual Scottsdale Arablan Horse Show, to
be held February 15 through February 25
at WestWorld. More than 300,000 pecple

attend the event each year, according to
Taryl O'Shea, AHAA executiVe director
In addition to more than 1,000 com-
petitions held In seven arenis, the event
s0 features a Varlety of activitl

les, &n
international culsine court and more than
300 vendors and trade beooth
from lav

g %
oflering
(=

products ringing jewel
artwerk and clothing to bocts and custom
saddles. Guests can take 3 behind-the-bam
tour to learn about how the breeds prepare
for competition. There's 2lso an expanded

Phato by Ouwer Schatsberg)

fun zone, which Includes pony
a petiing z00. A Meet the Horse
experlence cffers an opportunity io pose
for photos atop 2 horse. Except for pony

and camel rides, there is no extra charge for
&

N

any of these activitles. “We've re
to make 1t an InexpenziVe family event,”
O'Shea savys
Heg vary each day anm

include

Activi
2 doz adostt statlon fro tre Arlzonz
a dog adoption statlon from the Arlzona
Humane Scclety, demonstrations from the

14

Scottsdale Police Department’s Mounted

5 seminars and dog demonstra-
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hosts a children’s art contest and a photography contest;
the winners receive prize money and the submissions are
displayed during the show.

The Scottsdale show is where owners, breeders and trainers
unveil their superstars for the new competition year, accord-
ing to (FShea, Attendees are introduced to the new horses
and can purchase and sell horses. In the weeks leading up to
the show, breeders and horse owners from around the world
bring their horses to Scottsdale via specialized equine air
travel. Many of the owners have purchased homes in the area
and after the Scottsdale show, they travel throughout North
America to compete in other shows. The season culminates
in November with the
World Championships
in Paris.

Charitable
mission

AHAA, a nonprofit
based in Scottsdale
was founded in 1955
with a dozen members
and now has about 500
members. Throughout
the year, it offers semi-
nars, clinics and edu-
cational programs, as
well as raises money
for several charities

I'he Scottsdale
show, which utilizes
more than 400 volun-
teers, Is the largest of
AHAA’s five shows
Proceeds from ticket
sales are donated
to charity; the 2017 show
raised more than $100,000,
according to ('Shea. This
vear's show will ralse funds for the March of Dimes, the
Scottsdale Community College Equine Program, Ryvan House,
Horses Help and Warrior Horses.

Mot by wendy Peterion)

Attondoes of the Scottsdale
Arablan Horse Show have op-
portunities to meat tha horses.

(et by tarelle Anderaces

AHAA !s the largest Arablan horse club in the Arablan
Horse Assoctation (AHA), an umbrella organization formed
tn 2003 a5 the result of the merger of the Arablan Horce
Registry (founded in 1908) and the International Arabian
Horse Assoctation (founded 1n 1950). AHA, based In Colorado,
1 Arablan horse breed aszoctation and xe.‘..{ 3

tn
the U.5. and Canada, with more than 26,000 members and
more than one millton registered Arablan, half-Arablan and
Anglo-Arablan horses.

An “amazing” breed
Arablzn horses are orizinally from the Arablan Peninsula
and were bred by the Bedeuins 25 war mounts for long treks
and quick forays Into enemy < %, according to the AHA.
Some of thelr physical character come from living In
harsh desert enVironments, such 2s thetrlarge, wide-zeteyes
to help them cee predators and thelr large nosirlls to take In
more alr 2and cocl thelr bodles. Other iden le character-
tstics of 2 purebred Arablan horse are 3 £nely chiceled head,
dished face, long arching neck and high tall carrlage. They'ze
alzo known for thelr endurance and Intelligence. “The Arablan
horses are known s the most bezutiful breed on Earth,” says
O'Shea, who owna four Arzbian horses 2nd says they altke
dogs In the sense that they prefer to be with people. “Iwould
not own any other breed,” she zays Tnej.' 1e ama-mc
The Scottadale Arablan Horse Show takes place February
15 through February 25 at WestWorld, 16601 N. Pima Read,
Scottsdale. Admission s free for children younger than 12
and general adm n for adults ts $10 (87 for senlcrs and
members of the milttary). ..\lm....or. 15 free to all military
familles on Tuesday, Febma'x 20, and to familtes 3t Family
Night on Friday, Fe"n:a—v' 23. For addittenal information,
including a achedule of events, Visti

tt scottsdaleshow.com. B



